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The Hills are alive with 
the sound of adventure

LYDIA KELLNER
ADELAIDE HILLS NEWS 
EDITOR

ONE of the Adelaide Hills’
premier tourist destinations is
back open for business after
being forced to shut its gates
for the past three months.

The Mount Lofty Adven-
ture Hub in Piccadilly hosted
its first public open day over

the weekend, after
COVID-19 restrictions
imposed a temporary

shutdown of the facility.
Wilderness Escape – which

runs the hub – will also recom-
mence small group excursions
and camps from today.

General manager Luke
Duncan has labelled the move
“the first step” for state tourism
operators to restart their busi-
nesses.

“The Department of Edu-
cation restricted camps on
March 18, so since then we
haven’t been allowed to earn a
dollar,” he said.

“So naturally I pushed the
issue pretty hard with the Gov-
ernment and even tried to
apply for funds for our entire
school camp sector, but the
Treasurer denied it saying it
wasn't core industry.

“It was disappointing but fi-
nally last week Nicola Spurrier
contacted me and said, ‘Let’s
sit down and have a look at
how we can reopen your sector
to get it going again’. It’s a huge
win for opening up outdoor
education and outdoor tour-
ism again.”

Mr Duncan said the Mount

Lofty Adventure Hub – located
at the Woodhouse Activity
Centre – would now open to
the public each Saturday and
Sunday as well as for pre-
booked group activities.

Activities include tree-
based challenge ropes courses,
climbing and abseil walls and
SA’s longest zip line.

“It’s a lot of fun and one of
our main mottos is that this is
not just for kids,” he said.

To coincide with the SA
Tourism Commission’s Wel-
come Back campaign, The Ad-
vertiser will feature stories on
various regions across the state
over the next fortnight. 

Adelaide Hills Tourism
chairwoman Helen Edwards
said today’s lifting of restric-
tions meant the region was fi-
nally back in business.

She said regional tourism
contributed 44 per cent of the
state’s visitor revenue.

“Our Hills community and
tourism businesses have a new
sense of humanity and resili-
ence since both the fires and
COVID,” she said. 

“We encourage visitors to
go back to their favourite pla-
ces – the spaces and the experi-
ence will be different and
refreshed. Melba’s Chocolate
in Woodside, for example,
have 1.5 metre social distanc-
ing chocolate tubes, while
Woodhouse Activity Centre
are offering school camps for
groups of 20 grown-ups.

“Ambleside Distillery has
delicious gin and now their
very own distillery also sells
hand sanitiser.”ON A HIGH: The Mount Lofty Adventure Hub has reopened to the public. Picture: TAIT SCHMAAL

FUN THINGS 
TO DO IN THE 
ADELAIDE HILLS

5       1       The Big Rocking Horse and 
Toy Factory, Gumeracha
The quaint town is home to the 
world’s biggest rocking horse and world’s biggest rocking horse and 
associated toy factory, which only associated toy factory, which only 
recently reopened. An animal park recently reopened. An animal park 
is located on the property, making it is located on the property, making it 
a perfect outing for the family.a perfect outing for the family.
      2       National Motor 
Museum, Birdwood
Australia’s acclaimed motor 
museum has been in the pits for a museum has been in the pits for a 
while. But the prominent tourism while. But the prominent tourism 

venture, which closed its door after venture, which closed its door after 
the Cudlee Creek Fires and due to the Cudlee Creek Fires and due to 
COVID-19 restrictions, will reopen COVID-19 restrictions, will reopen 
its doors from Wednesday, with its doors from Wednesday, with 
opening hours running from 10am opening hours running from 10am 
to 5pm, daily. A museum highlight to 5pm, daily. A museum highlight 
is a replica 1920s garage, complete is a replica 1920s garage, complete 
with a rolling Ford Model T chassis. with a rolling Ford Model T chassis. 
      3       CABN Jude, Mount George
Need a break from it all? Why not 
spend a night or two in this self-
contained cottage, set up to provide contained cottage, set up to provide 
a detox-like experience surrounded a detox-like experience surrounded 

by nature. The quirky accommodation by nature. The quirky accommodation 
also gives you a glance into what it’s also gives you a glance into what it’s 
like to live in a tiny house – a like to live in a tiny house – a 
movement which is quickly becoming movement which is quickly becoming 
popular among Hills locals.popular among Hills locals.
      4       Ambleside Distillers, Hahndorf
Located just minutes from the 
bustling German village of Hahndorf, 
Ambleside Distillers is a must visit for Ambleside Distillers is a must visit for 
gin lovers. Kick back in the garden gin lovers. Kick back in the garden 
with one of their three handcrafted with one of their three handcrafted 
signature gins and a cheese platter or signature gins and a cheese platter or 
put your name down for a gin put your name down for a gin 

blending masterclass – you even get blending masterclass – you even get 
to take home a 200ml bottle of to take home a 200ml bottle of 
your creation.your creation.
     5      Jurlique Farm, Mount Barker
Visit the home of world-famous 
skincare range Jurlique – located 
just minutes from the bustling town just minutes from the bustling town 
of Mount Barker. Many of the of Mount Barker. Many of the 
herbs, flowers and plants for the herbs, flowers and plants for the 
brand’s natural skincare products brand’s natural skincare products 
are grown at the farm, allowing are grown at the farm, allowing 
visitors to go behind the scenes to visitors to go behind the scenes to 
learn more about the iconic brand.learn more about the iconic brand.

Mount Lofty Botanic Garden 
Adelaide Hills 
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