
TOURISM
I am pleased to introduce Sally Paech,  

from the iconic family business Beerenberg

HAHNDORF VENISON

BN: Welcome Sally, please 
can we start with your early 
years, where you were 
born, went to school, your 
early plans and aspirations?

SP: I was born at Mt 
Barker Hospital right in the 
middle of strawberry 
season, so my parents 
always joked (I think) how 
inconvenient my timing 
was.  
Back then, Mum and Dad 

were right in the thick of 
growing and packing 
strawberries for the 
wholesale grocery markets.  
Dad would get up at 3am 

four mornings a week, load 
the truck full of packed 
strawberries and drive 
them down to the market 
for the morning trade.  
As kids, my brothers and I 

would be thrilled when we 
were allowed to go with 
Dad and “help” him with 
his market work.  
After market closed at 

about 9am, Dad would take 
us to a pie shop on Rundle 
Street and we’d have a pie 
for breakfast.  That was 
always the highlight for us 
kids!  
My brothers and I all went 

to Hahndorf Primary 
School, as Dad had before 
us. It was a lovely, small 
school and we’d have at 
least two grades in each 
class and you pretty much 
knew everyone there.  
For me, I always wanted 

to have my own business.
BN: Most people in the 

Adelaide Hills have 
probably heard of Beeren-
berg. Please can you 
elaborate on your family’s 
journey from the start and 
your future vision.

SP: Our family has being 
farming our Hahndorf 
property since 1839. When 
Mum and Dad inherited 
the property in 1969, the 
main activity was dairy 
farming.  
Dad was keen to move 

onto something new and 

decided he wanted to 
give strawberries a try. 
He had learned that our 
soil and natural 
conditions were 
favourable for strawberry 
growing.  
So, fresh strawberries 

were where it began. 
Then one day he had an 
order that fell through, 
so he had all these 
strawberries that would 
go to waste, so he 
decided to make jam.  
Then the main street of 

Hahndorf was also the 
main road to Melbourne, 
before the freeway was 
built. 
There was plenty of 

passing traffic, so Dad 
made the packing shed into 
a shop and that batch of 
jam sold out in the very 
first day. That’s how it all 
started.  
Now, over fifty years later, 

our products are available 
in supermarkets all over 
Australia and served in 
hotels in over 20 countries 
around the world. We’re 
also a well-known tourist 
destination.  
Our plan is to grow all 

parts of our business, by 
building awareness of our 
brand across the Eastern 
seaboard of Australia and 
also by enhancing the farm 
visitor experience. We have 
big plans!

BN: What do you think is 
the most significant 
tourism opportunity 
waiting to be realised in the 
Adelaide Hills?

SP: I’ve just been to the 
Napa Valley (do you like 
how I threw that in?) and 
there are some amazing 
visitor experiences there.  
Each cellar door is just so 

unique and they really own 
their own brand personali-
ties surprising and 
delighting their patrons.  
I’d love to see us in the 

Adelaide Hills really just 
having clever fun with our 

brand identities and push 
the boundaries a bit. It’s 
already happening of 
course, but I reckon giving 
visitors something a bit 
unexpected and unique is 
where we should head.

BN: Please share any 
other key 
interests/activities that 
might surprise us! 

SP: I collect Smurfs! Have 
done for 40 years.

BN: What advice would 
you give a young person in 
respect to finding the right 
career and to have an 
enriching life?

SP: I would say it’s as 
simple as find what you 
naturally love doing, do it 
with enthusiasm, an open 
heart and with authenticity 
and the right career and 
enriching life will come to 
you.
 

Thanks Sally for giving us 
the opportunity to get to 

know you and Beerenberg 
better. Many years ago when 

working for Australian 
Airlines I remember sitting 

next to an English visitor 
who commented very 

positively on the small jar of 
jam with his meal. Only 

then did I take closer notice 
and realised Beerenberg 

from Hahndorf was ‘flying 
all over the world’. 

Congratulations on a great 
family success story.
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